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ated by the moral and spiritual upheaval of the war, religion,
as expounded by the Churches, was clearly entering upon a critical
phase. The conventional church-going of the previous period which
had kept the Churches full, or three parts full, was rapidly passing ;
young men of ability were no longer taking orders in any large
numbers ; the eloquence which casts a spell on great congregations was
becoming rarer ; a considerable part of the doctrine which had been
accepted without question fifty years earlier had become incredible
alike to preacher and congregation. To restate this doctrine in terms
acceptable to modern ears was,said to be essential, but it was very
difficult to do so without making irreparable schism. The Anglo-
Catholic solution of an intensive Christianity for those who accepted
a sacramental view of religion, appealed to a majority of the remaining
church-goers but widened the breach with the masses outside ; a few
modernist theologians attracted select audiences, but left the multitude
untouched; Nonconformity was losing its hold; and though the
Salvation Army gallantly pursued its work among the outcasts, regard-
less of the winds of doctrine, it contributed nothing to a revival of
religion in other classes. In the last years " Buchmanisrn " was making
a serious effort to transfer the method of the " penitent form " to
academic and cultured circles, and obtained a considerable number of
adherents.
Whether all this portended a decay of religion or the ferment of
transition to new religious ideas was, and is still, much debated. Side
by side with it there was undoubtedly a new interest in religious
questions among a great many who had hitherto taken them for
granted, and speculative books about the destiny of man and the
nature of the universe began to take the place which sermons and
theological works had filled in previous years. Many hungry sheep
looked up and found their food in Christian Science and spiritualism ;
others took refuge in the dialectical materialism of Karl Marx, or its
psychological counterpart, the Freudian interpretation of human
nature. Though religious dogmatism was rejected, the demand still
persisted for dogmas and formulas covering the whole field of human
conduct and the nature of things ; and many half-truths and shallow
speculations were accepted and defended with the same passionate
ardour as formerly the tenets of religion. The general upheaval of
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